JB Nelson PTO
Meeting Minutes

September 6, 2011
I. Call to order
Sarah C. called to order the regular meeting of the PTO at 7pm on September 6, 2011 in the library. Sarah introduced the board members: Sarah C.- President, Paul W.- Treasurer, Jodie P.- Secretary, Melissa K.- Principal, Candi K.- Faculty Liason. Sarah stated that she wants to keep the meetings under 1 hour and asked that comments are kept at 3 minutes or less for any given topic. Also please contact committee chairperson outside of the PTO for suggestions, comments. The committee chairperson contact information is on the website at www.jbnpto.com. Sarah reminded everyone that PTO doesn’t have anything to do with curriculum, busing issues etc. and the PTO would be happy to direct anyone the appropriate contact at school administration. Guest speakers from administration are informative and willing to talk to the PTO on any topic.  If anyone has a suggestion for a speaker or topic see Sarah. Sarah asked that attendees at the PTO meetings support each other and the staff and students. Suggestions and constructive criticism are welcome and remember our goal is to make JBN a great place for our children to learn and grow. Finally, Sarah thanked all the volunteers who have helped with PTO sponsored activities in the past 3 weeks.  
II. Approval of minutes from last meeting
The minutes were approved. Motion by Kari E., Second motion by Deb D.
III. Treasurer’s Report

Paul stated that we are starting the year out good.  Two main fundraisers this year are the fall cookie dough sale and the Walk-a-thon in the spring. We are reducing the number of fundraisers this school year and focusing our efforts on the two larger fundraisers.
IV. Principal’s Report

Melissa K. reiterated that school administration can be invited to a PTO meeting to discuss any topic requested.  Send an email to Melissa or Sarah with suggestions.  Building School Improvement team membership has expanded to include the Chief Information Officer Tony I. Sarah sits on the school improvement team too. Melissa would like to know from parents if they would like informal or formal principal comments/presentations at the PTO meetings.  Send Melissa or Sarah an email with your opinion.  For example, Melissa will present ISAT scores formally at a PTO meeting in the future. JBN and LWS are piloting building walkthroughs to build instructional profile data.  The data will be used to identify staff development needs. Melissa is observing classrooms for what kind of instruction is taking place, the level of student engagement, is the teacher engaging students in higher level thinking.  The high school and middle school are already doing instructional walkthroughs and the superintendent wants all schools to be doing the walkthroughs by the end of the year. The observation is not part of the teacher’s evaluation.  Melissa addressed the bus 4 issues and administration is diligently working with the bus company for a resolution.  Melissa assured the children are safe and with an adult at all times.
V. Committee Reports
1. Fall fundraiser- Cookie Dough: Brit H. stated that envelopes went home today and the money needs to be returned Sept. 20. No sales tax.   
2. Spirit Wear: Nancy D. stated that JBN wants to move to online ordering in lieu of having an inventory at JBN.  The company would set up a website for JBN twice per year for 2-3 weeks for orders to be placed.  Samples would be available in the office at JBN for parents to see quality.  Motion to change to online vendor for future spirit wear purchases by Liz S., second motion by Julie P., no opposed.
3. Movie Night: Christy V. said the next movie night is Friday, September 23.  Spooky Buddies will be shown.  The dates for movie nights are December 9, February 10 and April 13. Melissa discussed the concern of the spread of lice at movie nights.  Suggested lawn chairs.  Maggie F. will check with Sharon (nurse) for suggestions. The intention of movie night is social and building community rather than a fundraiser.
4. Social: Lisa J. stated that the fall donut social will be on October 13 at the book fair in the evening. The spring ice cream social will be with the spring book fair.

5. Courtyard Cleanup: Julie P. stated that the courtyard needs cleanup volunteers.  She noted the history of how the courtyard became JBN’s responsibility (the teachers in the past volunteered to maintain the courtyard). The district offered to bulldoze areas in the courtyard to get most of the courtyard back to grass.  The weeds are growing back and need to be pulled in the few areas where plants are remaining.  We need one fall cleanup or volunteers any day of the week to weed, do maintenance, or move the sprinklers for the grass seed. See Julie for volunteering or ideas.  The PTO is trying to help due to the limited budget that JBN has for the entire school.
6. Yearbook: Liz S stated the yearbook has 4 coordinators and they are relying on the Room Parents this year to submit photos of the classroom parties for the yearbook.  Liz would prefer the photos on a disk or emailed directly to her.

7. Website: Denise K. stated that PTO is using the website as a vehicle for communication at www.jbnpto.com.  
8. Art Appreciation: Krissy H. stated that art appreciation volunteers are needed and a parent letter will be sent this week. 

9. Effortless Fundraising: Sarah stated that Jen T. is the chairperson and she is working on acquiring other restaurants that typically give 10% of the sale back to JBN.  A JBN family owns a restaurant and they are willing to give back 50% of the sale- a very generous offer. Anyone aware of effortless fundraisers should send Jen T. any recommendations. Her contact info is on the PTO website under fundraising.

10. Used Instrument Sale: Deb D. requested that the money from the used instrument sale remain with the music department at JBN for the music teachers to maintain and purchase instruments etc. Motion to use money to support the music program by Julie P., second motion by Emma A., no opposition.
11. Market Day: Kim H. stated that Market Day orders are due Saturday for online orders, paper orders due Friday.  Pick up is the 3rd Wednesday of the month. Market Day was the one of the top revenue generators last year.
12. Book Fair: Julie P. Fall Book Fair is October 11-October 14 with the social in the evening of Oct. 13 from 4-7:30pm.  New this year is the option to order books online for those people who can’t get to the book fair. Also, the One Book, One JBN reading night is scheduled for November 15.  The books for this family reading program were purchased with the funds raised from the book fairs.
VI. Old Business
a) Committee Chair openings- Sarah informed everyone that several committees need chairperson or co-chairperson for next year. The openings are listed on the PTO website (jbnpto.com) and you may contact Sarah if you are interested or have quesitons. Kari E. and Cori O are the Co-Chairs for School Supply and Julie A. is one of the chairpersons for the Walk-a-Thon.  Julie is looking for a co-chair.
b) PTO board opening- Sarah informed everyone that the VP and the VP Ways and Means positions are still open.  (The VP WM oversees fundraising and grant applications).  Anyone interested in any position should speak with Sarah.
c) PTO purchases:  a) a new refrigerator, b) letterhead, notecards, name tags and business cards are being purchased for the PTO in order to present our organization professionally, c) picnic tables are in the courtyard.

d) Recent PTO sponsored events occurred in August including School Supply Distribution and Spirit Wear sale, Cookies in the Courtyard on School Supply drop off day (a huge success- many children and parents mingled in the courtyard), and Welcome Back for parents on the first day of school at 9am. (a great event despite the weather).
VII. New Business

a) BatFest: the park district will no longer sponsor the games at BatFest this year. They are asking the PTOs to provide the games, work the booth and provide the prizes.  Julie P. suggested the JBN Student Advisory Board (SAB) take on this volunteer community effort. SAB can donate the funds to purchase candy.BatFest is October 22 from 10am-2pm. PTO will assist the SAB to volunteer time at the booth.
b) Batavia Foundation for Educational Excellence (BFEE) is in need of a board member representative from JBN. BFEE is a charitable organization that supports all of the schools in Batavia. Bulldogs on Parade auction and dinner is Saturday, September 10. Tickets are available at www.bulldogsunleashed.org  
c) Recycling and TerraCycle programs at JBN: Jodie P. talked about the School Supply Recycle effort at the end of last school year.  The goal of the recycle program is to keep the used school supplies out of the landfill and to donate the items to families in need or for JBN to reuse items. There was an overwhelming positive response from the teachers and students last year. We provided new school supplies to families in need at JBN. TerraCycle is a company that recycles and upcycles items. JBN currently sends drink pouches and glue sticks to TerraCycle at no shipping cost. JBN receives 2cents per item. JBN currently has $40 dollars in an account. We would like to increase the amount of recycling at JBN (for example in the lunchroom). Anyone interesting in being a part of the “green” recycling programs at JBN may contact Jodie P. or Tricia S. (see website for contact info).

d) Overhead calculators are needed for the 5th grade teachers now that are using the 6th grade calculator that has scientific functions. The children need to see how to use the functions. PTO would pay for three calculators at a total cost of approximately $300.  Motion to purchase by Regina, second motion by Tricia S., no opposed.

e) Spanish Enrichment Program: some parents have approached the PTO to sponsor a Spanish Enrichment Club.  PTO cannot pay a salary.  The issue with a PTO sponsored program is that a PTO representative must be available for supervision at all classes and the vendor would have to pay a building usage fee to the district.  See Sarah if anyone is interested in getting this program started.

f) International Walk to School Day- October 5.  Jodie P. and Sarah C. are organizing the week. This is Kane County’s 2nd Annual Walk to School Day.  Anyone interested in organizing the week please contact Jodie or Sarah.

g) Upcoming Events:

a. Domino’s Pizza Nights this week

b. Market Day due by Friday/Saturday (online orders)

c. Movie Night- Friday, September 23 doors open at 6:15pm, movie at 7pm.

d. McDonalds McCare Nights are the 4th Wednesday of every month (Sept. 24 4-8pm)

e. PTO meeting October 4

f. International Walk to School Day- October 5 (more info to follow)

g. Fall Book Fair- October 11-14, Fall Social with donuts on October 13 at 4:30-7pm

h. Fall Fundraiser (Cookie Dough) distribution Thursday, October 20

i. Family Reading Night- Tuesday, November 15

j. Bowling Night (Adults only)- Friday, January 27, 2012

h) Road to Nowhere is a movie and will be shown at BHS on Monday, September 26 at 7pm.  Tickets are free and available for all parents.  Movie is rated PG-13.
VIII. Adjournment

Sarah C/ adjourned the meeting at 8:15pm.
Minutes submitted by:  Jodie P.
Minutes approved by: 
