JB Nelson PTO
Meeting Minutes
October 4, 2011
Call to order
Sarah C. called to order the regular meeting of the PTO at 7pm on October 4, 2011 in the library. 
Approval of minutes from last meeting
The minutes were approved.  Motion by Lisa, second motion by Candi K.
Treasurer’s Report
Paul stated that we are in good standing regarding finances.  The Cookie Dough fundraiser exceeded expectations. 
Principal’s Report
Melissa K. stated that the self contained district classroom is open and doing well.  Mrs. Raitt has 4-6 Kindergarten through Second Grade students in the classroom with a variety of needs.  Melissa welcomes all parents to stop by the classroom and see the wonderful things going on in the classroom with the students. Miss Feldt is becoming well known in the literacy community and should be celebrated for her grant writing.  Four grants have been received over 2 years from the same organization which is unusual and commendable. 
The Family Reading Night books have been given out to every student and the hope is for the children to return the books so that in the future, we may have an option to make the books available to other schools in the district.  In addition, JB would be able to receive books from other schools in the district as long as the book is a good fit for the students and families.
Committee Reports
1. International Walk to School Week is currently going on. Walk To School Day is Wednesday, October 5.  We are offering two walking school busses on Wednesday for those families who live a long distance from school and want drive to the location and walk to school.  The children are extremely enthusiastic about walking and biking to school and getting their Frequent Walker/Biker cards stamped.  The bike rack was packed!
The Kane County Department of Health’s Making Kane Fit for Kids is encouraging every school in the county to participate each year and to encourage families to increase their walking and biking to school throughout the year.  The PTO will receive $300 for participating in the WTSW.  One school in the district (chosen by the Kane County Department of Health) will receive an additional $800 to be the County Recognition School. JBN will start planning next year’s WTSW in the spring (end of April)- all interested in planning will be asked to join in the spring.
2. Book Fair and Social: scheduled for next week.  Parents can go online to order books (through the JBN website) in addition to buying at the book fair. The donuts and cider will be available Thursday at 5:30-7:30pm.  Parents can donate money for children at our school who cannot afford to buy books.  Scholastic matches dollar for dollar.  JBN is usually able to purchase $3.99 books for all students on free and reduced lunch last year. Forty two free books were given out last year.
3. Courtyard:  PTO donated $500 last year for cleanup therefore we hired a gentleman this year to clean up the weeds.  He is doing a remarkable job.  In the spring we will purchase dirt and seed the areas that are bare.  We still need volunteers to trim bushes and any weeds that start to grow back while he is working over the next few weeks. Contact Julie P or Sarah C if interested in volunteering.  Building budget is set aside for the courtyard but not enough to do this extra work.
4. Fall Fundraiser: The Cookie Dough fundraiser was successful.  We made approximately $4700 (our goal was $3000). Pick up of the cookie dough is October 20 between 3:30 and 5:30pm.  
5. Effortless Fundraising: Jen T. one goal is to communicate effectively to families about all of the effortless fundraising opportunities available.  She is also seeking new local businesses for fundraising opportunities.  Pockets is a JBN family owned restaurant that is donating 50% of sales to the PTO.  Usually companies donate 10%.  The first Pockets fundraiser is on October 19 from 4-7pm.  Fundinco.org is an online portal for Amazon.com and 3% of the online purchase goes back to JBN.  It is secure and we do not have access to any personal information.  The PTO just gets the “free” money. More info to follow as we work on getting set up.  Any suggestions for new effortless fundraising (local or online) is always welcome.  Please contact Jen T.- contact information on the PTO website.
6. Market Day:  September profit was $600.  
7. Holiday Workshop/Breakfast with Santa:  Paul W. discussed how the low key effort last year was successful and we are going to keep it social this year as well.  In the past it was a holiday craft fair and breakfast with Santa and more of a fundraiser.  This year we are focusing on having families get together and have fun.  This year Breakfast with Santa is on Saturday, December 3rd. 
Old Business
1. Committee Chair and Board openings- email Sarah if interested.
1. Bat Fest: SAB is hosting the Halloween Bucket game from 2-4.  
1. Overhead calculators were ordered.
1. Adult Bowling event: date changed from January 27th to Friday, February 3rd.  It is strictly a social event for parents and teachers too. 
New Business
a) JBN PTO is on Facebook.  This is another communication vehicle. No posting of personal information or pictures will occur.
b) 2011 Spring Flower Sale discrepancy:  there was a discrepancy of $330 worth of checks from the last treasurer to the bank.  There was no way to track which checks were missing because there were no itemized list of the checks.  A new process will be implemented to prevent this from happening again.  Committee chairs will be required to list the checks or photocopy the checks.  We are looking into purchasing a hand held scanner to scan the checks.
c) PTO Website was shut down for three days (9/16 to 9/19) due to a miscommunication between a previous board member and the website chairperson.  A new process will be implemented to prevent the website from being shut down again.  Any accounts that require an annual renewal fee will be clearly identified for the treasurer along with the contact information from the person who took responsibility for paying the account. The Knapp family is our website coordinator and will be responsible to secure payment for the annual website fee and they will be reimbursed by the PTO.  The Knapp family has agreed to continue to maintain the website until their youngest son completes 5th grade (through May 2014).
d) [bookmark: _GoBack]Upcoming Events:
a. International Walk to School Day- tomorrow, October 5
b. Market Day due by October 8. Pick up October 12 5-5 pm. 
c. October 11- School board public forum.  Informal meeting with the board at HC Storm.  A forum to speak with the school board in an informal manner.  
d. Book Fair next week
e. Pockets Fundraiser October 19th.  
f. Batfest October 22 from 10am-2pm.
g. Cookie Dough distribution October 20 form 3:30-5:30pm.
h. McDonalds McCare Night- Wednesday, October 25
i. PTO meeting Tuesday, November 1
j. BHS production of Beauty and the Beast- November 3-5 at BHS. Tickets available at BHS website.
k. Family Reading Night- Tuesday, November 15th.
l. Batavia Parent Academy- Thursday, November 17.  Author Rosalind Wiseman will be presenting “ Building a Culture of Respect in Schools”.  She is an internationally recognized expert on children, teens, parenting, bullying, social justice and ethical leadership.
Adjournment
Sarah C. adjourned the meeting at 7:47pm.
Minutes submitted by:  Jodie P.
Minutes approved by: 
